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L'impact de la question kurde sur
les intérets turco-iraniens

Général de Brigade Michel Boutros

La question kurde est considérée comme I'une des questions les plus
significatives liées aux minorités au Moyen-Orient, posant une menace
a sa sécurité et a sa stabilité, surtout compte tenu du fait que le peuple
kurde vit dans une région géopolitiquement importante et sensible,
réparti entre l'lrak, la Syrie, la Turquie et ['lran. Cette répartition
géographique et démographique des Kurdes parmi ces pays, associée
aux problémes qu'ils ont subis de la part des régimes en place, n'a pas
éteint leur désir de libération ni leurs tentatives d'atteindre leurs droits
nationaux et culturels.

Le développement de la question kurde dans chacun de ces quatre pays a
eu unimpact direct sur la nature de leurs relations bilatérales. Ces pays ont
utilisé la question kurde comme levier pour saper les uns les autres,
exacerbant le sort des Kurdes et augmentant les disputes parmi les factions



Abstracts | Ulnailo

among Kurdish political factions. The Kurdish issue has become closely
associated with the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which has had the
most significantimpact on it. Its ongoing activities have led the Turkish
government to focus its efforts on the security perspective of Kurdish
movements and on Iranian attempts to exploit the Kurdish card against
Turkey. Ankara has tried to coordinate with Tehran in its measures
against armed Kurdish groups, but conflicting interests have prevented
effective cooperation. On one hand, Iran has blamed Turkey for
harboring armed Kurdish groups, which has intensified instability in
Kurdish areas in northwestern Iran due to attacks originating from
Turkish territory. On the other hand, Turkey has objected to the PKK's
cooperation with the Iranian-aligned Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP), which has negatively affected Turkish-Iranian relations.

Turkish-Iranian relations have been characterized by competition in
some aspects of the Kurdish issue and cooperation in others. This issue
has deeply affected Turkey and Iran for many years, creating security
concerns. At times, it has been a source of conflict and at other times
a driver of cooperation between the two countries, which have
continued to view the Kurdish issue as a security matter and Kurdish
efforts for self-rule as a threat to their national security. Competing
regional interests have prevented Ankara and Tehran from adopting
coordinated and coherent regional policies regarding the Kurdish issue,
and their rivalry has led to further fragmentation of Kurdish
movements in the region.
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